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Kika de la Garza
94-563
Washington D C
THANKSGIVING, that uniq\\ely American holiday, has a special meaning for all of us during
this Bicentennial Yeer. It is a year in which Americans have been treated to a compre-
hensive review of our nation's history. Spectacular public events brought to millions
by television and thoroughly covered by the press, historical displays and innumerable
community observances have reached almost every citizen during our 200th birthday
celebration.
Enthusiaem and pride in the unprecedented events attending our birth as a na-
tion have contradicted the fears of calamity howlers that patriotism is dead or dying
in America. ~he Bicentennial has taught us that America has known many periods of doubt
and despair. We have experienced wars, economic depressions, upsurges in crime and
violence, plagues and poverty -- and America has survived to press onward. It is these
lessons of the past which serve as an inspiration and guiding force for the future.
So we have ret'.son to return prayers of gratitude to the Almighty on this
Thanksgiving Day. F2"Om my family to your family Happy Thanksgiving!
* * *
LOANS TO FAIU'lERS ~r~ no".~vaileble from the Small Business Administration under a law
passed by Congress during this year's session. The legislation did not create any new
SBA loan program but simply included agriculture among the industries available for
assistance from the agency. Nor did the legislation in any way diminish the responsi-
bility of the Farmers Home Adr~nistration to meet the financial and other needs of far-
mel's.
The new law was designed primarily to provide help to farmers with water pollu-
tion control measures, but SBA lending is not limited to this purpose. The law permits
a wide range of loans for buying lands and buildings, making land improvements such as
irrigation systems and fencing, constructing Or improving farm buildings, purchases of
farm machinery and equipment, even for farm operating expenses and refinancing of farm
operating debts.
The guide1ines under which assistance will be provided are contained in a mem-
oradum of understanding worked out bEtween the Small Business Administration and the
Farmers Home Administration. They specifically provide that applications for loans are
not to be referred back and forth between the two agencies. Applications may be filed
with only one agency at a time.
* *
THE PESO'S PLIGHT is a matter of continuing concern to people on both sides of the bor-
der. Some of our own border merchants are sUffering severely from the devaluation of
the peso, their sales having fallen disastrously. And of course there is distress among
the people of Mexico as a result of the sharp devaluation of their monetary unit.
Efforts are going on to ease some of the worst consequences of the devaluation.
The Mexican government has proposed to the U S government that tourists returning to
this country be permitted to bring back $200 in duty-free goods instead of the present
$100. This proposal could be placed in effect only through congressional action. While
it may have merit, it would be of no direct benefit to our hard-hit merchants unless the
same were done by Mexico for items bought on the border. I am staying closely in touch
with the situation and will do anything I can to be helpful.
* * *
U S POSTAL SERVICE is forbidden throU8ft next March 15 by an Act of Congress passed this
year to increase postage rates, reduce services or close any post office serving 35 or
more families without receiving written consent of at least 60 percent of the patrons.
A special commission stUdying postal problems is scheduled to report by March 15,1977,
and its findings may well bring congreueional calls for changes in the rate-setting
system, increases in postal subsidies and restrictions on service cutbacks.
This year's law declares that the Postal Service "shall provide a maximum de-
gree of effective and regular postal services to rural areas, communities, and small
towns where post offices are not self-sustaining." The law also requires the Postal
Service to take into consideration the effect of a closing upon the community served by
the post office.
Rules regarding appeals of postal closings recently were published by the Pos-
tal Service. Briefly, they require that patrons served by a postal facility be given at
least 60 days notice in writing of the proposed closing or consolidation. Patrons then
have 30 days in which to appeal, after which the Postal Service has another 30 days in
Which to affirm, set aside or postpone the closing.
* * *
COLLEGE SOPHOMORES interested in a career in government can apply for one of the first
Harry Truman Scholarships, set up by Congress in memory of the late President. Each
scholarship will provide up to $5,000 a year to cover tuition, fees, books, room and
board. Applicants must be college juniors in September 1977 and be in a course of study
that will permit admission to a graduate program leading to a career in pUblic service.
An award will be made to a student ·in every State. It would be nice if the
one for Texas came from our area. Application forms and more information are available
from Truman Scholarship representatives on college campuses or from: Harry S Truman
Scholarship Foundation, 712 Jackson Place, N W, Washington, D C 20006. Better hurry --
colleges must submit nominations for the scholarships by December 15.
* * *
THE FAMILY -- Jorge is a senior at the University of Texas, Mike is a freshman at Texas
A&M (yep, he's an Aggie), Angela is a junior at O'Connell High School in Arlington, Vir-
ginia. During the summer we lost our chihuahua "Charlie Brown" which left only "Tootsie",
but now we have added another chihuahua and he is named "Chico" and everything is back
to normal.
* * *'fISI'rORS FROli ,IO\!E: Visiting my office from home this week were Lucy, Alice, and Sam
Gorena, Arturo McDonald, Raul A Besteiro Jr, and Albert besteiro, all of Brownsville
iclr and Ilrs Ruben Herna"dez, and Juan J Hinojosa of McAllen.
~ * *
